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February 3, 2017 
 
Greetings Granger Student Ministries Parents!  
 
We at Granger Student Ministries (GSM) consider it a huge privilege to serve you and 
your family by investing in your student through GSM Sundays, Small Groups, 
Retreats and Serving Experiences.  We are always seeking to meet students right 
where they are with the hope, love and joy found in Jesus.  So, from time to time we 
will have a series at our GSM Sunday Gatherings that is specifically targeted at the hot 
topics and big questions that students face.  In March, we will be having a series on 
sex, love and purity in both middle school and high school GSM Sunday Gatherings. 
 
For high school Sunday gatherings, it is normal that we have a conversation around 
sex and love every other year so we are in rhythm for that.  However, this is a new 
series for middle school Sunday gatherings, so you may be wondering why we’re 
having this conversation.  The research shows that students are being introduced to 
issues of sexuality earlier and earlier which often leaves parents and the church 
playing “catch-up” to the conversation.  We want to help you as parents set a healthy 
foundation of understanding God’s design for our sexuality.  
 
We want to be very intentional in how we have these conversations with your 
student and how we keep you informed.  While we anticipate helpful conversations 
at GSM, some of the best steps a student may take are in honest conversation with 
you.  Here are a couple of steps we’re offering to serve you as parents: 

• What we’re talking about 
o Included in this letter you will see a week to week outline of where the 

teachings are headed for both age groups and what will be covered. 
• What we’re NOT talking about 

o Equally important to what we are talking about is sharing what we’re 
not talking about.  Neither middle school nor high school will be 
approaching this topic from a biology/sex education standpoint. 

o For middle school, we are not entering into the topics of pornography, 
STDs, oral sex or LGBTQ.  While engaged in this conversation of 
sexuality with 6th-8th grade students we do not want to remove 
innocence that still exists for some students not yet exposed to these 
topics. 

o For high school, we will be covering all of the topics not talked about in 
middle school except for questions revolving LGBTQ.  That 
conversation is best had in relationship, not in a large room 
environment as there is too much misinformation, prejudices and 
confusion to have a healthy large group talk.  Just know that this topic 
is not something that we see as off limits in the Church and I’d be 
happy to engage you or your student in conversation. 

• Jim Burns’ Seminar 
o We are bringing back nationally renowned author and speaker, Jim 

Burns, for another parenting seminar this year entitled “Teaching Your 
Children Healthy Sexuality.” This seminar will cover topics like the 
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dangers of pornography, how culture affects our kids, developing a 
healthy sexuality, proper age development issues, dealing with flirting, 
modesty, and “how far is too far?” This seminar is for parents with kids 
of any age. You can register at GCCwired.com. 

• Parent Newsletter 
o Each month we write a parent newsletter with helpful insider news for 

parents and the March newsletter will have more insights, information 
and resources for you as we enter this series at GSM.  You can access 
that newsletter at GCCwired.com/students under the “Parent 
Resources” box. 

 
The GSM team is very hopeful and prayerful that this conversation will be impactful in 
students’ lives as they learn to honor God with sexual purity. If you have any specific 
questions or would like further resources on these topics, please feel free to contact 
me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Keim 
Pastor of Granger Student Ministries 
jkeim@gccwired.com 
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Middle School Series: Sex. Love. Dating. As students walk through middle school the 
frequency of these topics and conversations only continues to grow! But too often 
these are not healthy and helpful environments for students to understand God’s 
plan for their sexuality.  This will not be a sex education class, but rather we’ll 
consider God’s design for sex and how to honor God with sexual purity. 

• March 12th-As we start the conversation there is a need to establish what Jim 
Burns calls a “Theology of Healthy Sexuality.  Students are getting all sorts of 
input on what sexuality is and yet the wisdom and guidance from the Bible is 
often not a part of student’s learning.  This can result in the topic being 
“secret”, “hidden” or “dirty”.  We’ll look to God’s plan for sex and the 
importance of good things being in the right context. 

• March 19th-One of the things that can drive so much behavior in relationships 
and dating is a search for self-worth, acceptance and identity.  Too often 
students find their identity based on who they are in relationship with.  How 
do we find and hold to the worth and value that God says we have rather than 
trying to find that in a boyfriend or girlfriend? 

• March 26th-Healthy sexuality and a lifestyle of purity takes intentionality and 
commitment.  We’ll unpack and encourage students to live by the Purity Code 
that involves; honoring God with my body, renewing my mind for the good, 
turning my eyes from worthless things and guarding my heart above all else. 

 
High School Series: Sex.  Everyone has thoughts and opinions about this topic. 
Culture, parents, media, friend, biology class…But sex is not merely a reproductive 
function of the human race, sex is designed by God for us as a gift! In this series we’ll 
talk about God’s design for our sexuality and some of the biggest struggles and 
temptations we face.  We’ll also devote some time to answering student’s specific 
questions about this topic.  In the last week of the series we’ll look together on how 
we can take steps to honor God with our sexuality so we can live with freedom and 
purity, not regrets and shame. 

• March 5th-Sex is for human procreation but it is also for us to experience 
intimacy and physical pleasure.  We’ll have an honest talk about God’s design 
for our sexuality so we can better understand how to live with sexual purity. 

• March 12th-We’ll take an in-depth look at the effects that pornography, lust 
and fantasy has on our brain and in turn our sexuality.  We’ll consider what the 
Bible has to teach on this paired with neuroscience research that shows the 
truly harmful effects of these vices on our ability to relate. 

• March 19th-You asked, we’ll answer. With a panel of voices contributing, we’ll 
tackle some of your student’s biggest questions about sexuality with Biblical 
truth and transparent honesty. 

• March 26th- Where do we go from here?  Recognizing that we’ve all fallen 
short of God’s perfect design for our sexuality in one way or another; what 
steps can we take moving forward to honor God with our sexuality and live 
without regrets? 

 


