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the little things
hours

School Day: 8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Before School Care: 7:30–8:30 a.m. 

After School Care: 3:30–5 p.m.

young preschool & preschool schedules
Monday–Friday

Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Tuesday, Thursday

prekindergarten schedules
Monday–Thursday

Monday–Friday
Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Tuesday, Thursday

meal plan
Lunch and snacks are included in tuition.

Cold breakfast is served during Before School Care.
Late afternoon snack is served during After School Care.

$150 annual application fee per family through June 1.
After June 1, application fee is $250.

Before & After School Care: $5 per half hour

young preschool
2 1/2 years old as of September 1

preschool
3 years old as of September 1

prekindergarten
4 years old as of September 1 

630 E. University Drive, Granger, IN 46530
574.243.2025 • gcclearningcenter.com



who are we?
The Early Learning Center is a licensed, faith-based private school for young children  
2 1/2 to 5 years old. It is located  on the beautiful campus of Granger Community Church 
in northern Indiana. Our spaces are specially crafted  to inspire wonder in young  
children. We host a close-knit group of teachers strong in their faith and their   
commitment to education. We are a community of  learners following Christ.

what’s important to us?
Our first priority is for children to learn in an environment that is clean, safe and secure. 
Our doors remain locked for entry during school hours and monitored security cameras 
are located at all entrances. Our dedicated facilities team cleans and sanitizes our rooms 
daily, and staff are trained annually in First Aid, CPR and Universal Precautions.

the arts
We embrace the arts at our little school. We create special moments with passionate 
teachers trained in music and art that can reach into the soul of a child. Our arts  
classes help children learn in ways not common to the early childhood classroom.

natural experiences
We value play. Period. We are committed to helping our children move, explore and 
learn in large, open spaces  that connect with nature. Our Natural Playground features 
log bridges, a playhouse, performing platforms, slides, a bike trail, a butterfly garden,  
a covered bridge, a pavilion and a huge sandbox. We are the only nationally-certified  
Nature Explore Outdoor Classroom in St. Joseph County.  We work with a master  
gardener to plant vegetables in  our Children’s Garden to be harvested for food pantries.   
We value the highest quality food for our own children.  Our meals are lovingly prepared 
by hand and feature fresh, whole and locally-grown foods. Our building recycles,  
conserves energy and uses no pesticides as we continue to explore ways to teach  
our children how to respect and care for the beautiful world God has given us.

we create adventures in learning through  
careful attention to  three threads.

We guide children in the formation of their faith through a Head, Heart and Hands 

approach. Our gentle methods lead children towards understanding, loving and serving 

God and learning to follow Jesus. We use the Orange-First Look™ strategy along with 

age-appropriate teaching of the Bible  to help our children grow in faith and love for  

others. As a faithful community, we gather often to pray and to serve others, whether it 

is our classmate, a local person in need or someone across the world.

Your family is very important to us. We want to partner  with you to share the everyday 

moments in your child’s life. Remember, learning began years ago in your home…now 

we get to be part of the fun! Families are a welcome and valued part of our learning 

experience and are invited to be part of classroom happenings, projects and special 

events, including our Fall Fun Day and Christmas Celebration. We will walk with you to 

help your child take their next step in learning and in life.

Our approach to learning is called HighScope™.  The name describes an atmosphere that 

has high  aspirations for each child but a deep vision for learning.  It is a method that  

focuses on children actively engaging with people, materials, events and ideas in order 

to learn, using a plan-do-review sequence. We braid this way of learning with The  

Project Approach to help learning come alive! Through project studies our children  

actively practice and extend their skills and knowledge in a meaningful way.  We build 

our work in the classroom using Early Learning Foundations from the Indiana  

Foundations for Early  Childhood. We are a NAEYC-accredited school in the  

 top 8% of the nation!

CERTIFIED

Register and learn more at:  
gcclearningcenter.com

We walk with  families to grow in Christ  
and to inspire a love of  learning in their 

young children.




