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Pushed In the Deep End

As I was growing up, I never really learned how to swim. Sure, our mom would take us places
to “swim” like Potato Creek State Park. But my idea of “swimming” was me laying face first in
the water, kicking my feet while I moved my body by walking my hands on the bottom of the
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lake. If you measured swimming by that method, I was an Olympian.

By the time I reached the end of the eighth grade, I still hadn’t learned how to swim. But that
didn’t stop me from going to the eighth grade graduation pool party I was invited to. I wasn’t
really nervous about going because I had planned on hanging out on the deck around the
pool and chilling in the shallow end. After being dropped off, I walked around to the back yard
saying hi to everyone with my towel draped over my neck and shoulders. As I was getting
ready to take my shoes off and say hi to the next person, I noticed them flinch and back away
from me quickly. And in the next instant, I found myself falling into the deep end of the pool
after being pushed in.

I went straight to the bottom and then pushed myself up to the top and tried to yell for help.
But before I could get the words out, I found myself back under water. I started to kick and
reach up to the surface of the water and barely raised my face out to get a little bit more air
before I went back under. As I went back under, I noticed another kid coming towards me and
I frantically reached out for him, yelled, “help me” with a mouth full of water, grabbed his arm
and brought my face out of the water. I don’t think about this that often, but there hasn’t been
another time where I’ve been that close to death. Had that kid not been there for me to reach
out to save me, I’m not sure how this story would have turned out.

The Bible is filled with stories of people being saved and/or healed. One of them that I want to
talk about briefly is found in Matthew chapter 14, verse 30. Check it out:
But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Matthew 14:30

You see, just before Peter got out of the boat to walk on water, Jesus had sent His disciples
ahead of him to go across the lake. And while the disciples were on the water in the boat,
Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. And when the disciples saw this, they were
terrified. But Jesus said, “Hey, it’s Me! Don’t be afraid.” But Peter was like, “If it’s really you
Jesus, then tell me to come out to You on the water.” And then Jesus was like, “Fine. Come.”
So, Peter stepped out of the boat and started to walk on water towards Jesus. But as he was
walking, he started to look at the wind picking up, took his eyes off of Jesus and started to
sink.

And this is where we find Peter in Matthew 14, verse 30. Sinking in a huge lake, crying out to
Jesus to save him. I wonder what it really looked like back then. I wonder if Peter started to
flail his arms around. I wonder if when he yelled for Jesus to save him if he had a mouth full
of water like I did. And like we find Peter here in Matthew 14, I wonder if this is the exact
place you find yourself in too. You may not be on a literal lake, but you find yourself sinking in
life… in the grave of your own sin. And you’ve heard of this Jesus who saves, but you’ve
never reached out to Him yourself. Reach out to Him today and ask Him to save you from
your sin… your doubt… from yourself. And He will be faithful to forgive you and save you.
 
1 John 1:9 says, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9

You see, Jesus asked Peter to come out to Him, not only that Peter might walk on water so
that He would know the power of Jesus, but that Peter would also know his own weakness.
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God often lets His followers have our choice, to humble us and to show us the greatness of
His power and grace. When we look away from Jesus and look at the greatness of our
difficulties and circumstances, then we too will begin to sink in our despair. But when we call
on Jesus, He will be faithful to stretch out His hand to hold us up. I don’t know what’s going
on in your life today, believer. But I do know this, when we keep our eyes on Jesus, read His
Word and pray to Him daily, His grace and peace and mercy will overflow within our lives.
That’s His promise to us who believe in Jesus and have been saved by Him.

Jesus is the great Savior. For those of us finding ourselves sinking in the deep end, if we cry
out to Him to save us in our deep sense of need, He will be faithful to pull us up out of the
deep to Him.
 

Todd Ruth
Director of Students and Young Adults

Todd Ruth Instagram 

📸

Granger Students Weekly Gathering
November 6 - November 27
LOCATION: Granger Campus

Granger Students High School gatherings are the place to build
authentic connections and figure out what your student’s next steps
are. We get together weekly during the school year, where they will
experience a live band and a message geared toward inspiring and
empowering them to tackle whatever challenges they are facing with
God’s help—whether that’s school, family, extracurricular activities or
complicated relationships. It’s a space for meeting up with old friends
and making new ones, where they get to hang out with incredible
leaders who are committed to making the hours they are with Granger
Students the best of their week.
 
Middle School: Meets from 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Teaching Series: Step by Step - This series is designed to help
students learn about the way God’s Spirit can work to transform them
into the character of Jesus. However, because middle schoolers think
abstractly in this phase, understanding and connecting to the Spirit of
God may be challenging for them at first. It’s important to break this
concept down anytime you talk about it to help them grasp the fullness
of God’s Spirit in this series and beyond.
 
High School: Meets from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Teaching Series: Intersect: Stories from the Life of Peter -
Each of us have a story. When Jesus intersects that story, amazing
things happen. When Jesus enters into our story, our lives are
changed. This exact thing happened to a man name Simon Peter in
the first century. But unlike us, Simon Peter’s story was intersected by
Jesus Christ in flesh. This series is following Simon Peter’s story as we
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Jesus Christ in flesh. This series is following Simon Peter’s story as we
look at the intersections of Jesus and the implications of these
intersections. We begin with the callings of Simon Peter, the faith Peter
shows stepping out of the boat, moving into Peter’s declaration of
Jesus as Messiah, and finishing with the incredible event of the
resurrected Jesus on the beach with Peter. Join us as we follow
Peter’s story, and learn more about who Jesus is.

Granger Students Weekly Gathering
November 9 - November 30
LOCATION: Elkhart Campus

Granger Students High School gatherings are the place to build
authentic connections and figure out what your student’s next steps
are. We get together weekly during the school year, where they will
experience a live band and a message geared toward inspiring and
empowering them to tackle whatever challenges they are facing with
God’s help—whether that’s school, family, extracurricular activities or
complicated relationships. It’s a space for meeting up with old friends
and making new ones, where they get to hang out with incredible
leaders who are committed to making the hours they are with Granger
Students the best of their week. Optional life groups on Sunday
evenings are another way to connect and learn more about Jesus,
while building lasting friendships.
 
Middle School and High School: Meets from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Both high school and middle school spend time worshiping and
teaching together, then split for their time in life groups.
 
Teaching Series: Intersect: Stories from the Life of Peter -
Each of us have a story. When Jesus intersects that story, amazing
things happen. When Jesus enters into our story, our lives are
changed. This exact thing happened to a man name Simon Peter in
the first century. But unlike us, Simon Peter’s story was intersected by
Jesus Christ in flesh. This series is following Simon Peter’s story as we
look at the intersections of Jesus and the implications of these
intersections. We begin with the callings of Simon Peter, the faith Peter
shows stepping out of the boat, moving into Peter’s declaration of
Jesus as Messiah, and finishing with the incredible event of the
resurrected Jesus on the beach with Peter. Join us as we follow
Peter’s story, and learn more about who Jesus is.

PARENT CUE
5 New, Memory-Making Advent Traditions
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So much of the holiday season is rushing and waiting. We rush to
decorate, buy gifts, attend parties, and see family. We wait for the
cookies to bake, Santa to arrive, and a comforting return to normalcy.
 
In the midst of it all, it’s easy to forget to help our kids understand what
makes this season important: spending time with loved ones and
reflecting on the amazing gift of Jesus.
 
The best present you could ever give is your presence. Here are five
ways to make quality memories with your family this season:
 
1. Turn off the lights and read the Christmas story from Luke 1-2:38 by
the light of the Christmas tree. (Have a house with little ones? You
could even use characters from a Nativity scene to act it out!)

READ MORE
 
*Parent Cue is a team of family experts and everyday parents working together to
help you make every moment count as you launch your kids on their next big
adventure.

Todd Ruth
Director of Students and Young Adults
Granger Community Church
574.400.6504
#itsnotjustanothersunday
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