
CELEBRATING 33 YEARS OF NEXT STEPS



Thirty-three years ago, in a Michiana 
living room, Mark and Sheila Beeson 
began Granger Community Church. 
Since Mark and Sheila said, “Yes!” to 
God’s calling on their lives, so much 
has happened. So much has changed. 

We want to celebrate and honor their 
unwavering commitment over 33 
years to the cause of Christ and to 
seeing the local church continue to  
be the hope of the world.

You should know, our lead pastor 
is not normal. Mark Beeson is an 
adventurer, pioneer, storyteller 
and artist whose photographs are 
just as compelling as his dynamic 
communication. 

Mark is a bold spiritual entrepreneur 
who invites people to a life of purpose 
by calling out the God-given potential 
inside of them.

He’s also an accomplished scholar 
with a doctorate, who relates to  
others in their comfort zone. He’s  
an extreme extrovert who loves 
people as much as he loves the  
still quietness of nature. 

He has a reputation built on strong 
faith, dependability, integrity and 
servant leadership. He places a 
high value on encouragement while 
acknowledging people’s everyday 
challenges, hopes and heartbreaks. 

Mark Beeson is, in so many words, 
one-of-a-kind. We are so grateful 
for 33 amazing years under his 
leadership.  
 



Did you know that for years after starting the 
church, Mark Beeson hand-illustrated and typed 
every church program, bulletin and newsletter 
from his kitchen table or basement, ink pen and 
typewriter in hand? You’ll see some of his unique 
artwork throughout this piece, a reminder that 
since the very beginning of Granger Community 
Church, he has been pointing us all toward Jesus 
and toward our next steps.
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Photography has shaped my ministry.

People think in image and story. We live in a visual 
culture. We started GCC in a movie theater and 
used my pictures (to great advantage) on the 
screen in every service. We now have 100 feet of 
screen in front of our auditorium and images fill 
our screens throughout every service.

The value? You can debate whether a picture is 
worth a thousand words, but I’m persuaded my 
communication is far more effective because I 
illustrate my offerings with story and image.
Great art enriches life.

The bottom line: I’m determined to offer my best 
for Christ. Every picture (or video) you see is used 
because it is the best I have for that particular 
offering. It may not be as good as someone else’s 
picture. It may not measure up to what other  
photographers could deliver. But, it is the best I 
have for the offering I’m bringing.

I’m giving you the best I’ve got. 

I’m giving God the best I’ve got.

[Excerpt from markbeeson.com | 7.16.08]

“



The important questions of life demand answers 
from us all—no matter what day it is.

I’ve given satisfactory answers to a few of life’s 
questions and, as you can imagine, I’ve completely 
failed to make sense of several others.

I’ve learned this to be true: the best answers  
to life’s most important questions are always  
relationally enriching. Bad answers to life’s  
questions break relationships; good answers  
don’t. In fact, good answers make relationships 
stronger. And who is surprised? At the root of sin 
you find the brokenness of violated relationships. 
Sin wrecks relationships; it’s always a bad  
answer to the important questions we face. But 
righteousness differs; it always answers life’s  
questions with love and acceptance.

So, let’s hear it for righteous living. Let’s hear it for 
family that’ll fly across an ocean to bring a brother 
home, for faithful friends and righteous teammates 
who serve GOD no matter what. Let’s hear it for  
righteous answers to the important questions of 
life. And let’s hear it for the bonds of love that hold 
us together as the family of GOD.

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and  
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  
Bear with each other and forgive one another if 
any of you has a grievance against someone.  
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these  
virtues put on love, which binds them all together 
in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful. Let the message 
of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit,  
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.  
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed,  
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.”  
—Colossians 3:12-17

[Excerpt from markbeeson.com | 5.12.15]

“
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Every day we are given countless opportunities to make decisions 
about how we will respond to GOD’s grace. Sure, these opportunities 
are undeserved, but GOD sovereignly acts in grace and we are  
summoned to respond.

GOD’s grace is inextricably linked with GOD’s beckoning to join  
HIM in HIS redemptive work in the world.

• The healed are invited to become healers.
• The forgiven are called to forgive.
• The rescued are summoned to set other captives free.

Every single day, we have innumerable opportunities to respond to 
GOD’s grace. So every day, we have decisions to make. 

• We decide to forgive...or not.
• We decide to support the church...or not.
• We decide to encourage another...or not.
• We decide to pray...or not.
• We decide to care for the least, lost and hungry...or not. 

GOD’s grace is always undeserved and always tethered to an  
invitation, a summons that beckons and calls us to join GOD in his  
redemptive work in the world. I’m praying every recipient of grace 
will settle for nothing less.

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for  
people.” —Matthew 4:19 

[Excerpt from markbeeson.com | 1.13.17]

“



My grandkids are like most kids. They’re not  
special just because they’re mine. They’re special 
like all kids are special...because GOD says so. 

Like all children, they have questions, a lot of 
questions.

And, like all children, if they can come to their  
parents with questions about anything, they’ll 
be less likely to go underground for answers. Of 
course, that means parents are going to be asked 
uncomfortable questions. But children can’t wait 
until their parents feel comfortable about fielding 
their questions, or they will wait too long. 

When kids ask questions, even disturbing and  
difficult questions, don’t be upset with them.  
Love them, and in the most age-appropriate way 
possible, clarify the truth for them. 

I’m proud of my children. They’re great parents. 
They all know that a question-asking-child isn’t the 
enemy...his or her ignorance is. 

“Fathers, don’t over-correct your children or make 
it difficult for them to obey the commandment. 
Bring them up with Christian teaching in Christian 
discipline.” —Ephesians 6:4 (JB Phillips)

[Excerpt from markbeeson.com | 1.15.17]

“
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630 E. University Dr.
Granger, IN 46530

2701 E. Bristol St.
Elkhart, IN 46514

574.243.3500
grangerchurch.com

Don’t be afraid.

All the good God was doing, God is still doing.

All the purposes God gave us are still God’s purposes.

Our mission remains! Let’s keep helping people take 
their next steps toward Christ together.

[Excerpt from Mark Beeson’s email | 9.24.19]

“


