




Dear Friends, 
 
Regardless of where your faith journey 
has led you in the past, I am convinced 
that you have this book in front of  
you right now, not by accident or  
happenstance, but because God has a 
specific next step for you. Where He is 
calling us to go as a church will be  
difficult, exhilarating and nothing short  
of an adventure that we’ll be talking 
about for generations to come. God  
really knows what He’s doing and that’s 
why we’re committed to simply listen  
and obey, and leave the consequences  
up to Him. We know that if we Obey 
what the Spirit is putting on our hearts, 
be a Witness of what God is doing to 
those around us and Never forget what 
God has done for us (i.e., O.W.N.), God 
will move in incredible ways. The way 
Ang and I like to say it is, “If we O.W.N. it, 
God will grow it!” We believe this is what 
God will do because this is what He has 
always done. 
 
As you read through these pages, I hope 
you’ll discover that this local outpost  
of the Kingdom of God is one where  
everyone feels welcome and wanted.  
We know that God’s Kingdom isn’t like 
the world. It’s built different, and so is 
Granger Community Church. 
 
We’re built to experience abundant joy, 
demonstrate outrageous generosity and 
of course...have insane amounts of fun 
along the way! We challenge you to lean 
in close and see if your heart doesn’t beat 
a little faster by what you read in the  
following pages. Together, let’s follow 
God’s lead and “Go & Make” the vision 
He’s calling us to a reality. 

—Ted Bryant
Lead Pastor
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BRYANT FAMILY
Ang and I are excited to be on this  

journey with you. We feel so blessed! 
Here’s a recent picture of us and our six 

amazing kids, from left to right: Piper, 
Dane, Elliana, Kya, Dakota and Isaiah.
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We’re in a war and whether or not you believe in Jesus Christ  as your Lord and 
Savior, you’ve felt the effects of this battle. Brokenness is all around us, our 
friends, our neighbors and our world. We are going to be a people who refuse to 
just sit back and watch. No, we’re leaning in with all that we’ve got! As we look 
to 2025, we are wholeheartedly obeying Christ to, “Go AND make disciples of 
all nations,” (Matthew 28:19). This is a radical commitment to be equally focused 
on reaching those who don’t know Christ AND on equipping those who already 
believe for ministry. This requires our very best biblical teaching, creativity,  
community engagement and a relentless emphasis on S.H.A.P.E.-based  
ownership for every individual  (1 Corinthians 12:12). 

Because of the generosity of God and our  people, everywhere you look, there are 
 simple and clear opportunities to take  your next steps toward Christ…together.   
Our thriving volunteer culture provides  next-level kids, students and young adult 
 ministries in addition to opportunities for  women, men and families. The fun and 
 adventure of life transformation is happening  all across our weekly gatherings, 
events and groups,  one relationship at a time. 

Our influence extends far past our campuses due to the sense  of ownership of 
our people, who care for those in their impact circles as well as being part of a 
wide variety of mission  experiences locally, regionally and beyond. Our online 
church integration strategically creates opportunities to engage in ministry online 
while staying dedicated to building strong relationships. Since we are a people 
of hope and grace, even those who do not agree with us on everything still sense 
our kindness and love for them. Being a big church of small circles, new sites 
will form from rapidly-growing life groups committed to building T.R.U.S.T. and 
C.A.R.E. with each other and their communities. God empowers and mobilizes us 
to bring full life wherever we are. As we listen to and obey the Holy Spirit  leading 
us, we can’t help but invite others to join in. You’re wanted and you’re needed...
THIS is what we are made for!

OUR VISION

Helping people take their next steps toward Christ...together.

OUR MISSION

WE VALUE

TRUTH

REAL LOVE

 UNITY

 STEPS

 TEAM

Founded and grounded in God’s Truth

Authentic compassion in action

One family in God

Simple, clear, relevant

We is better than me
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WELCOME TO GRANGER         COMMUNITY CHURCH

AS A CHURCH WE WANT TO BUILD T.R.U.S.T. WITH GOD, 
EACH OTHER AND OUR COMMUNITY…

THIS IS HOW WE DO IT.

THE GREAT COMMANDMENT
“Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.  

This is the first and greatest  
commandment. And the second is like 

it: Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  
—Matthew 22:37–39

THE GREAT COMMISSION
“Then Jesus came to them and said, 
‘All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Therefore  
go and make disciples of all nations,  

baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the  
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to  

obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, 

to the very end of the age.’”  
—Matthew 28:18–20

BEHIND THE  
HEART OF  

“GO & MAKE”



HERE’S A PART OF 
OUR STORY

Granger Community Church (GCC) was founded in 1986 by Mark and 
Sheila Beeson in a Michiana living room, with a passion and purpose  
to help people take their next steps toward Christ…together. A lot  
of things have changed in the last 35 years, but some things never 
have: connecting with God and each other through biblical teaching,  
inspiring art and practical next steps that make a difference in the  
here and now.

Building upon our past, Lead Pastor Dr. Ted Bryant is continuing to 
faithfully listen to and obey where God is guiding us as a church.  
As a result, there is excitement, enthusiasm and momentum carrying 
us into the next chapter of Granger Community Church’s story. Our 
deepest desire is to honor God by being equally focused on reaching 
those who don’t know Christ and equipping those who already believe 
for ministry. Accomplishing our vision will require all of us, which is 
why we’re committed to doing it together. 
 
We prioritize simple and clear opportunities to help people take their 
next steps toward Christ…together. We’re building a thriving volunteer 
culture that provides next-level kids, students and young adult  
ministries in addition to opportunities for women, men and families. 
The fun and adventure of life transformation is happening all across 
our weekly gatherings, events and groups, one relationship at a time.
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TIP: You'll see lots of fun stats from 2021-2022 throughout this piece. These 
aren't just numbers. They represent people, changed lives and possibilities!

MICHIANA: 
HERE ON PURPOSE 

FOR A PURPOSE
We believe God wants Granger Community Church to be 
known as a movement of people who recognize the needs 
around us and do something about them. We have no doubt 
that we’re here on purpose, to fulfill the purpose of helping 
everyone know they matter to God.

Opportunities to have an impact are all around us. Today 
there are roughly 307,000 people in Michiana who are not 
a part of a church community. We don’t want any of them 
to feel disconnected from God and the full life He has to 
offer. We believe God has positioned our church in these 
communities for such a time as this.

Just about a decade ago, St. Joseph and Elkhart counties 
were among the “Worst Places to Live” in the country. That’s 
changing and our community is seeing tremendous growth 
and transition. Unfortunately, other statistics are continuing 
to demonstrate the need for more change and support.
Recent reports from the Michiana area show that this past 
year there were over 1,100 children in foster care. There 
were 1,900 cases of child abuse reported. Nearly 70,000 
people live at or below the poverty level.

Bottom line, there is so much more work to be done in our 
communities and we believe God is calling us to play a  
significant role right here, right now. This has been our  
heart for over 35 years and we are ready to step into  
what God has for us next. It will be challenging. It will  
be amazing. You’re wanted and you’re needed. This is  
what we are made for.

LAPORTE

STARKE

ST. JOSEPH ELKHART

MARSHALL

CASS

BERRIEN

MICHIANA
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GOD IN THE DETAILS
Karissa and Steve Young have 
participated in GCC’s annual Food 
Drop the last several years with 
their ten-year-old son, Kylan.  
Back in 2019, the Youngs  
switched from going to one 
apartment complex in Niles to  
help deliver food boxes at a  
different complex.  

That year, they delivered a box to a 
memorable woman by the name of 
Sandy. They also delivered a box  
to her in 2020. In January of 2021,  
the year of Covid-19, we weren’t  
allowed to deliver to apartments 
and we didn’t decorate the food 
boxes. Instead we had coloring 
sheets for kids to write their  
names on, color and then insert 
into the boxes.

The Youngs were at Food Drop  
in 2021 and Kylan drew several  
pictures and wrote his first name 
on it. One was of him and Sandy 
(he remembered her from the  
previous years’ deliveries). They 
tucked it into a box and off the 
food boxes went, all over  
the community.

This year, a few weeks before Food 
Drop 2022, Kylan mentioned Sandy 
to his parents and told them that 
he’d been praying for her.  

On the day of Food Drop 2022,  
the Youngs headed to the same 
apartments that they’d been to 
before. When they arrived, most  
of the food boxes were already 
delivered. There was one floor left. 
So the Young family went to an 
apartment who hadn’t received a 
box yet, and who should open the 
door there, but Sandy!

She opened the door, they chatted 
and Sandy shared that she had 
kept the drawing she’d received 
the year prior (it was on her fridge) 
and she had been praying for the 
young man who drew it.  

She showed the Youngs the  
picture—and it was Kylan’s! God 
had made sure that a box with 
Kylan’s picture in it got to Sandy 
one year ago, even without their 
knowing. They both had been  
praying for one another all year 
and they didn’t even know it! 

No matter how young or old you 
are, isn’t it incredible that we serve 
a God who cares about the little 
details and helps draw us together 
to love and serve one another?
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Kylan is pictured above  
with Sandy and his special 
drawing that made it all the 
way to her, thanks to God’s 
intentional delivery.

The annual Food Drop 
is just one of the ways  
we plan to continue to  
“Go & Make” a difference in 
Michiana, through more  
missions opportunities for 
kids and families to serve.

1 MILLION POUNDS OF FOOD  
HAVE BEEN DISTRIBUTED OVER 20 YEARS  
OF FOOD DROPS.

6,400+ FAMILIES WERE IMPACTED 
THROUGH 16 AGENCIES AND  
14 NEIGHBORHOODS ACROSS 10 CITIES.



WE FOCUS ON THESE  
THREE THINGS 

 
As a church, we’re very clear on what we must prioritize in order to  
accomplish our vision and live out our values. So we focus on three 

things, which you’ll see emphasized across the life of the church.  

• Weekly Gatherings: We have inspiring weekly gatherings for 
guests and those who already attend, to worship God, discover  
biblical truths and apply practical next steps. 

• Events: We offer a wide variety of events to allow you and your 
friends to grow in relationship with Jesus and experience being a 
part of something bigger than yourselves. 

• Groups: We think life is better when we do it together, in life 
groups, learning groups and serving groups. 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS

Weekly gatherings are specially 
designed as spaces for worship, 
incredible art and biblical teaching 
that we hope will make your next 
steps toward Christ even clearer. 

And it’s not just for those of us  
already gathering. We can’t wait  
to engage with those who haven’t 
come through the doors yet, or  
haven’t attended a service online. 
We are excited to continue  
to provide a welcoming and  
inspiring experience for all ages  
and life stages. 
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“I just want to thank you so 
much for the book and the 
Bible. I did not realize the 
author of the book was  
Rick Warren. He is the one 
that started the program  
Celebrate Recovery. I have 
been attending Celebrate  
Recovery for the past two 
years and it has helped me 
tremendously to stay clean 
and drug-free. And I can’t 
believe I have my first Bible!!  
I love it. I don’t even know 
how to thank you for the 
book and the Bible. Thank 
you so much!!”

—A note from someone  
attending online who texted 
“NEW” to the number on the 
screen during a service and 
felt cared for.

OVER 350 
PEOPLE MADE A  
DECISION TO  
FOLLOW CHRIST  
IN 2021.



EVENTS

Whether it’s coming together to 
box up hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of food at the Food Drop or 
gathering around a table to talk and 
enjoy a Date Night, we’re crafting 
events that will help you take a step 
right where you are. From retreats 
for men and women, to scavenger 
hunts and giving projects for kids, 
to mission trips and camps—our 
hope is that you’ll find an upcoming 
event that feels like it’s intentionally 
designed for you. (And not just you, 
but that you’ll take a step and invite 
a friend to join you!)

GROUPS

Life groups, learning groups  
and serving groups provide an  
incredible environment of support, 
growth and connection. Whether 
you’re ready to journey through 
everyday life with a smaller group 
of people, want to understand the 
Bible on a deeper level, have a  
desire to use your skills as a  
volunteer or are ready to take 
steps toward healing from past 
pain, there’s a group meeting just 
for you. 

We’re so excited about what the 
future holds for all three of these 
types of groups, including in the 
online space so that more people 
can engage these opportunities.
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151  
MEN ATTENDED 
MEN’S RETREAT.

492  
PEOPLE ENGAGED IN  

CORE CLASSES.

50  
LIFE GROUPS  
GATHER  
REGULARLY 
ACROSS MICHIANA.

377  
WOMEN ATTENDED 

THE CHOSEN  
WOMEN’S EVENT.

167  
PEOPLE CHOSE  
TO BE BAPTIZED.

In 2021, the first back-to-
school store at Monroe Circle 

Community Center (MC3),  
our community center in 

South Bend, served

196 STUDENTS AT  

39 SCHOOLS. 

“Since joining Inspired  
MOMS, I don’t feel alone  
in my parenting difficulties  
and it really helped make  
the church feel like a  
community. I have met and 
connected with women on 
a level I wouldn’t normally, 
which has helped me gain 
confidence in my parenting 
abilities and the love God  
has for us.”

—A note from an Inspired 
MOMS attendee



Now is the time to move forward. We begin where we have for over 35 
years—with intentionally listening to and obeying the next steps God has 
placed on our hearts. We know this bold vision and these “Go & Make”  
initiatives will require each of us stepping out in faith and obedience. For 
some of us, that next step into generosity might feel more like a huge leap!

But we know we can trust Him, never forgetting what He’s done for us and 
through us. So, as we look at what it means to translate the “Go & Make” into 
real, tangible tools, resources and life-changing impact, we’re choosing to 
aim our hearts toward Him. Ultimately, where we choose to spend our Time, 
Energy, Attention and Money (T.E.A.M.) will aim our hearts. 

The truth is, we won’t be able to accomplish this “Go & Make” vision with our 
current ministry efforts. We can’t accomplish our vision by only continuing  
to do the same things we are doing. In order to obey what God has put on 
our hearts we must do even more. And while we hope to accomplish the  
initiatives you’ll see in the following pages, this “Go & Make” journey isn’t 
about reaching goals and finishing projects. This vision is built different.  
This is a heart journey. One relationship at a time.

So what does that mean for each of us individually? It means each of us 
must ask, “What’s my next step, God? Will you actually help me step out in 
faith to do what You’re asking?” And it requires listening to what God says  
in return. 

We want our hearts aligned with His, trusting that He’s guiding each of us  
to our specific next step. Those steps may look different for everyone, but 
the collective impact will be undeniable. Over the next two years we’ll be  
giving to one fund that will not only help us keep current ministries thriving 
but will allow us to expand into new frontiers through the “Go & Make”  
vision. Let’s commit to listen and obey and leave the consequences up  
to Him. 

We hope you’ll use this guidebook to record and engage what God is  
showing you throughout this month-long journey of discovering His  
generous and trustworthy heart. Let’s go!

SO, WHAT NOW?
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WITNESS WALLS 
• Profound indoor and outdoor visual displays that proclaim God’s Truth, 

Grace and Hope to our community.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
• Greater participation and contribution in local events, connecting our 

faith to practically serving our community. 

MISSIONS FOR EVERY AGE AND PHASE OF LIFE
• Coordinate mission trips and a wide-variety of opportunities with  

like-minded organizations locally, regionally and beyond.

WINNING IN THE DIGITAL FRONT LINES
• Auditorium refresh for enhanced capture and broadcast capabilities.
• Emerging technology and software to enable fast and hassle-free ways 

to digitally engage next steps toward Christ. 

THIS IS A RADICAL COMMITMENT TO BE  
EQUALLY-FOCUSED ON REACHING THOSE WHO  

DON’T KNOW CHRIST:

This is your 

notebook. 

O.W.N. it!  

Circle, star or  

check off what gets 

you excited! 



BIBLE REVIVAL
• Partnering with families to gift personalized Bibles at milestone events.
• Bibles available for anyone who can’t afford one. 
• Consistent biblical and theological training and application. 

LIFE GROUP LIFTOFF
• Equipping life groups with a new GrangerU: a transformational  

learning management platform that provides relevant and real-time 
content, curriculum, resources and training pathways for life groups  
and group leaders.

LAUNCHING YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
• Young adult-focused experiences. 
• Transportation to and from local colleges/universities. 

CAMPUS COMEBACK
• Upper and lower level renovations.
• Inspiring the guest experience.
• Reviving state-of-the-art kids’ and students’ environments.
• Increasing multi-use functionality for groups and events.
• Property upgrades to steward God’s provision.
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THIS IS A RADICAL COMMITMENT TO BE  
EQUALLY-FOCUSED ON EQUIPPING THOSE WHO  

ALREADY BELIEVE FOR MINISTRY:



DISCIPLESHIP

MISSIONS

WEEKEND

20¢

18¢

28¢

IN 2021, EVERY DOLLAR  
GIVEN WENT TO THE  
FOLLOWING AREAS:

STUDENTS

15¢

KIDS

19¢

THE GOAL:

$5 MILLION
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We know that in order to accomplish this vision and see Michiana changed over 
the next two years, it will require the power of T.E.A.M. That is, each of us must 
contribute our TIME, ENERGY, ATTENTION and MONEY to help “Go & Make” 
this vision a reality. 

We also know this “Go & Make” initiative isn’t the same as building a new  
building—something you can see go up brick by brick over time. It’s built  
different. What we’re focused on building by 2025 is a God-inspired culture of 
serving, generosity and love. We’re transforming environments and implementing 
tools and experiences that will help people take their next steps. We’re investing  
in the future of our kids, students and young adults. Investing in new ways to 
engage with Michiana and support our community. And paving the way for those 
who haven’t yet walked through our doors or connected online, to engage and  
discover that there’s a place for them.

WHAT WILL IT TAKE?

We want to raise $5 million above our normal operating budget over two years to 
accomplish all of the “Go & Make” initiatives. 

And as you look at the vision items under “Go & Make,” know that we intend to 
plan for BIG opportunities that God may have next for us as a church that we can’t 
fully see just yet. So a portion of all money raised for “Go & Make” initiatives will 
be set aside for our next BIG growth step. So when God asks us to jump in to help 
meet a BIG need or pivot to tackle a BIG challenge, we’re ready to listen and obey.



Generosity  
will aim my 

heart.

I will give  
more than  
10% of my 

income. 

I will give  
10% of my  

income.

I will begin 
to give a

percentage
of my  

income.

I will begin
to give  

consistently.

CONSISTENT 
Perhaps you might not have ever given anything to Granger Community Church 
or you currently give occasionally. Start now and make your first gift, or next 
gift and plan to give regularly. Trust God.

PERCENTAGE
Maybe you’ve given occasionally, or you give on a regular basis. Accept the 
challenge to give in the same way you budget for other expenses: consistent 
percentages of your income. Will you move from giving something, to giving 
2%, 5% or 7%, consistently?

TITHING
What if you accepted the biblical challenge to test God’s faithful character by  
giving 10% of your income (tithe) consistently?

ABOVE & BEYOND
Are you currently tithing, giving 10%? What might a step of love look like for  
you? Is your rent or mortgage 20% of your income? What if you increased your  
percentage of giving to 11%, 13% or even 20%?

FEARLESS
Perhaps you are already giving beyond your tithe to the movement of  
Granger Community Church. If you find yourself here consider setting a  
fearless generosity goal for the next two years. Embrace this step of faith  
and see what God does. 

TIP: Wherever you are on the Giving Steps, consider additional resources 
God has blessed you with (like savings, stocks, etc.) that He might be  
asking you to give to His work through Granger Community Church.

These giving steps are designed to help each of us focus on the attitudes of our 
hearts. Each step represents growth in a lifestyle of generosity and sacrifice.  
These aren’t steps to get closer to God, but are a simple way for you to evaluate 
your next step in generosity. God encourages us to grow in every aspect in our 
walk with Jesus, including the act of giving.

THE GIVING STEPS

TITHING
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209  
STUDENTS WENT TO  
MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMP.

Newsflash: our kids aren’t the leaders of the church of tomorrow. They’re the church, 
now, today! And we’re committed to partnering with parents as they raise their  
babies from infancy up through the adventure of teenagerhood, to help them take  
their next right step, at each stage.

Granger Kids (infants-5th grade) and students (6th-12th graders) find weekly  
gatherings and environments designed to spark their curiosity with fun activities,  
worship and biblical teaching. They will encounter leaders who love Jesus and want 
to support your child’s next right step. 

Kids and students have opportunities to attend a week of camp in the summer, to 
make new friends, experience God’s love and purpose for them and to have a  
ridiculously good time.

Older kids and students also have opportunities year-round to serve and give  
back and guess what? They are! What a privilege it is to resource and equip this  
generation of creative, passionate, hard-working, world changers! 

EQUIPPING KIDS & STUDENTS

64  
HIGH SCHOOLERS  
ATTENDED THE 
FIRST-EVER WEEK OF  
HIGH SCHOOL CAMP.

300  
K-4TH GRADERS WENT  
TO DAY CAMP.

62  
STUDENTS MADE A FIRST-TIME 
DECISION TO FOLLOW JESUS 
IN 2021.

68  
BABIES AND YOUNG  
CHILDREN WERE DEDICATED 
TO GOD BY THEIR PARENTS.

30 
5TH GRADERS WENT 

THROUGH THE LAUNCH 
MISSION EXPERIENCE. 

69 
MIDDLE AND HIGH  

SCHOOL STUDENTS  
WENT ON A MISSION TRIP.

229 
KIDS AND STUDENTS 

SERVED IN THE CHURCH.



A

B

C

$5,000

$2,500

$7,500

$15,000

$3,000

A

B

C

Michael faithfully gives 10% of his $50,000 salary.

After praying through this series, Michael feels led to  
become a generous giver, increasing his gift to 15%.

For Michael’s kickstart offering, he chooses to give a  
generous gift of stock, which the church then sells  
for $3,000.28

SAMPLE
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PRAY.  
If you feel ready to give right now, that’s awesome! But most  
of us will need time over the coming weeks to think, pray and 
process where we are, so you’re ready to step into what God has 
for us next. As you go through the devotionals each day, carve 
out time to pray and connect in relationship with God. Let Him 
guide you in this journey of generosity. 

TURN IN YOUR COMMITMENT CARD. 
Prayerfully consider what next giving step you’re going to take. 
There is no one-size-fits-all formula. God has a specific next  
step for each of us; be sure to invite Him in as you fill out your 
commitment card. Be bold and courageous; rest in knowing that 
God has you and He will help you. If you would rather take this 
step online, go to grangerchurch.com/goandmake to get started. 

CONSIDER YOUR KICKSTART OFFERING.  
Throughout God’s story, we can see that generosity is a very  
personal journey for everyone involved. One person might  
sacrificially give a million-dollar gift while another will give  
$100 and have to radically adjust their spending. Prayerfully  
evaluate how much of your two-year commitment you can  
give up front to kickstart God’s vision for our church. 

BE A WITNESS. 
Tell others why you are excited about this vision. Let your friends 
and family know why this is so important to you that you’re  
making changes in your lifestyle to give. We want to hear about it, 
too! You can share your excitement at grangerchurch.com/stories. 
God can use your story to inspire others to take their next step in 
generosity, but only if you tell it!

WHAT’S NEXT?

IN PERSON AT A KIOSK

ONLINETEXT

Text GIVE to 
574.575.4114

Set it up at
grangerchurch.com/give

Stop by an
easy-to-use kiosk.

Drop it in a giving box 
before or after a service.

TIP: For electronic giving, be sure to select "general" giving.  
         We are One church. One mission. One fund.

APPRECIATED 
ASSETS

Learn about the benefits of 
giving stocks or other assets: 
giving@grangerchurch.com

WAYS TO GIVE
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DID YOU KNOW? 
Appreciated assets 
include: mutual funds, 
stocks, crypto currency 
and precious metals.

SCHEDULE OF GIVING
If you’ve decided to take  
a step and give, will you 

consider setting up a  
schedule of giving online?  

If you already give  
online, please check your 

schedule of giving to  
ensure it matches the  

step you’ve taken.
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YOUNG ADULT LIFE: 
MAKING NEW CONNECTIONS

We ALL need and desire  
community. For me, that was  
never more evident than when I 
graduated college and stepped 
into the “real world.” It was this 
interesting season where I was 
kind of on my own, still connected 
to my family and friends but also 
ready to establish my own  
new community. 

I had this conviction that, if I was 
feeling this desire for connection, 
I probably wasn’t the only one. I 
tried different ways of meeting 
people here at Granger Community 
Church through life groups, serving 
groups and even launching some 
groups and events of my own over 
the past five years. I had this  
longing to be seen and help others 
who had been feeling how I felt, to 
be seen and get connected as well. 

To be honest, some events and 
groups I went to were awkward 
and not for me, but others  
were amazing and I ended up 
meeting some of my very best 
friends through them. 

There’s something unique about 
choosing friends who share your 
values and see the world through 
a faith lens. Conversations are less 
superficial, you can go to them in 
difficult times and know they care 
about you and will pray for you. 
There is a deepening in these types 
of friendships that I don’t think  
you can get without Jesus at  
the center. 

I love how God has been able to 
move in my life and provide  
friendships with people that I  
truly believe will be in my life 
forever. I know the value of these 
faith-centered friendships have had 
on my life and I hope many others, 
specifically young adults in this 
transition season, find similar deep 
connections that they can bring 
with them into the next chapters of 
their lives. I’m excited that Young 
Adult ministry is part of the “Go & 
Make” campaign and will be a  
focus for the church so that  
others in this life stage will be able 
to find community and be able to  
take their next steps toward 
Christ...together.  

By Taylor Lutz, Digital Engagement Specialist at GCC

READ ABOUT TAYLOR’S HEART FOR NEXT-LEVEL 
MINISTRY FOR YOUNG ADULTS
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CONNECTION DIRECTION 
There’s so much that we hope 
to be able to offer to young 
adults in the 18-29 year old 
stage of life. We can’t wait to 
come alongside them to help 
them find community with 
each other so they can grow 
and take their next steps.



DATE:    MESSAGE TITLE:

KEY SCRIPTURES:

WHAT IS GOD PUTTING ON MY HEART?

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: Heavenly Father, as I begin this week and this 
month-long journey to focus on Your heart to “Go & Make” disciples of all  
nations, I pray you open my heart and my mind to the fullness of the vision  
You have for me and those You have placed around me. I’m reminded that  
what makes Your Kingdom different from everything else in this world is that 
You want me to reach out to those around me with Your love and grow in  
relationship with You personally. Please give me a heart this week to be aware 
of all that You’ve given me and to use it to help people know they matter  
to You. In Jesus name, Amen.

WEEKEND SERIES NOTES
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FAMILY DISCUSSION GUIDE

EXPERIENCE JESUS

• What is the thing you learned this week at church? 
 
 
 
 

• Read the parable of the talents together as a family (Matthew 25:14-30). 
 
 
 
 

• Parables are simple stories told to illustrate a truth that Jesus was trying  
to communicate. What is the truth Jesus is trying to communicate in  
this parable? 
 
 
 

• What is a “talent” that God has entrusted to each of us?  
 
 
 
 

• What is a step we could each take to be generous  
with that talent this week?

  
 

ACTION STEP: Make a plan together of the  
steps you can each take and place it on the  
fridge or family calendar to remind yourselves. 
As steps are taken, make sure to share the  
story with the whole family and celebrate  
the step of generosity!

WEEKLY LIFE GROUP NOTES

DID YOU KNOW?  
Find notes, discussion 
guides, watch missed  
messages and more in 
the Granger Community  
Church app. 

After completing the daily study guide, reflect on these questions  
or use these when you meet with your life group.
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DATE: 

What did you learn about God, yourself or others this week as you reflected  
on Scripture?

What did God show you or challenge you with this week regarding your 
T.E.A.M. (Time, Energy, Attention, Money)?

What did God show you or challenge you with this week regarding people in 
your life that He wants you to encourage in their faith journey?

Are there any steps that God is asking you to take that you are delaying? 
Why?

Take five minutes to pray and ask God for the courage to say, “Yes!” to Him 
this week.



KEY SCRIPTURES
The Great Commandment
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got 
together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 
Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your  
neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these 
two commandments.” —Matthew 22:34-40 (NIV)

The Great Commission
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
—Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV)

RECOGNIZE
What is it that Jesus is wanting to make clear to me in these  
two passages?

RECEIVE
God, what are you asking of me as I read this?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this scripture?

WEEK 1 | DAY 1
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Want to read more and don’t have a Bible 
handy? Download the free YouVersion Bible 
app for your phone.

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES
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KEY SCRIPTURES

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was 
there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and 
was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he 
was short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming 
that way. When Jesus reached the spot, He looked up and said 
to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your 
house today.” So he came down at once and welcomed him  
gladly. All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has  
gone to be the guest of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood up and 
said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of 
anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”Jesus said to him, 
“Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is 
a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save 
the lost.” —Luke 19:1-10 (NIV)

WEEK 1 | DAY 2
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RECOGNIZE
As I read the story of Zacchaeus’ encounter with Jesus, what do  
I see unfold?

RECEIVE
God, what are you asking of me as I read this?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
these verses?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES

Wondering about the abbreviations behind each 
book and verse of the Bible? Those reference the 
version of the Bible being quoted here. NIV = New 
International Version. Pick the version you’d like in 
the YouVersion Bible app when you’re reading.
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KEY SCRIPTURES

Read the parable of the talents that can be found in the book of 
Matthew, chapter 25, verses 14-30 (NLT). 

WEEK 1 | DAY 3
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RECOGNIZE
What is it that Jesus is wanting to make clear to me in  
this parable?

RECEIVE
God, what are you asking of me as I read this?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this truth?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES
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KEY SCRIPTURES

“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one 
who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then 
you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will 
entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in 
that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 
No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and money.”  
—Luke 16:10-13 (ESV)

WEEK 1 | DAY 4
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RECOGNIZE
What seems to be the lesson that Jesus is teaching?

RECEIVE
God, what do you want to reveal to me specifically about my 
T.E.A.M. (Time, Energy, Attention, Money)?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this scripture?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES



P | 46

KEY SCRIPTURES
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
—Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV)

WEEK 1 | DAY 5
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RECOGNIZE
What seems to be the truth that Jesus is wanting to communicate?

RECEIVE
God, what are you asking of me as I read this?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
these verses?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES



DATE:    MESSAGE TITLE:

KEY SCRIPTURES:

WHAT IS GOD PUTTING ON MY HEART?

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: Jesus, I was reminded this weekend that just 
as You sent out Your disciples to spread the Good News about the Kingdom of 
God, You are sending me out too. Lord, help remind me that every time You ask 
me to go to others, You are growing my relationship with You as well.  Give me 
a desire to share about You with others this week, and do not let me be content 
just to focus on doing my own thing. God, reveal who You want me to be  
praying for specifically this week in my impact circle. In Jesus name, Amen.

WEEKEND SERIES NOTES
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FAMILY DISCUSSION GUIDE

EXPERIENCE JESUS

• What is one thing you learned this week at church? 
 
 

• Read Exodus 3:1-14. 
 
 

• Moses encountered God in a powerful way that he would not forget and it  
clearly marked him. God wants each person today to encounter Him, too! Take 
turns sharing stories of times you know that you have encountered God—it may 
have been during worship, at a camp or retreat, through the kindness or care 
from others or in a time of prayer when you knew God was present.  
 
 

• Read Exodus 4:1-17. 
 
 

• Despite the unmistakable encounter Moses had with God, he had some fear 
around God’s call to go. Recap together what those fears were. When you  
consider ways that God may call you to “GO,” do you relate to any of those 
fears? Are there other fears you face? 
 
 

• God met Moses in each fear that he had with a solution and a demonstration of 
His power and commitment to go with Moses. In what ways might God be ready 
to show how He can overcome your fears and go with you? 
 

ACTION STEP: Who is one person in your life that you regularly see and 
connect with that God might be calling you to “GO” to and share God’s 
love? Close your time together as a family praying for that person and ask 
God to present ways for you to “GO” to them with His love. 
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WEEKLY LIFE GROUP NOTES
After completing the daily study guide, reflect on these questions  

or use these when you meet with your life group.

DATE: 

What did you learn about God, yourself or others this week as you reflected  
on Scripture?

What did God show you or challenge you with this week regarding your 
T.E.A.M. (Time, Energy, Attention, Money)?

What did God show you or challenge you with this week regarding people in 
your life that He wants you to encourage in their faith journey?

Are there any steps that God is asking you to take that you are delaying? 
Why?

Take five minutes to pray and ask God for the courage to say, “Yes!” to Him 
this week.



KEY SCRIPTURES
The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your country and your people. 
Leave your father’s family and go to the country that I will show 
you. I will build a great nation from you. I will bless you and make 
your name famous. People will use your name to bless other  
people. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse those  
who curse you. I will use you to bless all the people on earth.”  
So Abram left Haran just like the Lord said, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was 75 years old when he left Haran. 
—Genesis 12:1-4 (ERV)

WEEK 2 | DAY 1
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RECOGNIZE
What is happening in this encounter between Abram and God?

RECEIVE
God, what do you want to teach me through this scripture?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this passage?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES
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KEY SCRIPTURES

“Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead 
these people to possess all the land I swore to their ancestors I 
would give them. Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to 
obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from 
them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you will be 
successful in everything you do. Study this Book of Instruction  
continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to 
obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and  
succeed in all you do. This is my command—be strong and  
courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord  
your God is with you wherever you go.” —Joshua 1:6-9 (NLT)

WEEK 2 | DAY 2
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RECOGNIZE
What promises do I see God encouraging Joshua with as  
he listens to and obeys God?

RECEIVE
God, what do you want to teach me about my T.E.A.M. through 
this scripture?

RESPOND
In what ways is God asking me to trust Him after reflecting on 
this truth?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES
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KEY SCRIPTURES

Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she 
stooped and looked in. She saw two white-robed angels, one  
sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the place where 
the body of Jesus had been lying. “Dear woman, why are you 
crying?” the angels asked her. “Because they have taken away my 
Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 
She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was  
Jesus, but she didn’t recognize him. “Dear woman, why are you 
crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?” She thought 
he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away, 
tell me where you have put him, and I will go and get him.” 
“Mary!” Jesus said. She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” 
(which is Hebrew for “Teacher”).“Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, 
“for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go find my brothers 
and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene found the disciples and 
told them, “I have seen the Lord!” Then she gave them his  
message. —John 20:11-18 (NLT)

WEEK 2 | DAY 3
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RECOGNIZE
What stands out to me in this encounter between Mary Magdalene 
and Jesus?

RECEIVE
God, what do you want to teach me through this encounter?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this scripture?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES
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KEY SCRIPTURES

The apostles saw Jesus many times during the 40 days after he 
was raised from death. He spoke to them about God’s kingdom. 
One time when Jesus was eating with them, he told them not to 
leave Jerusalem. He said, “Wait here until you receive what the 
Father promised to send. Remember, I told you about it before. 
John baptized people with water, but in a few days you will  
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” The apostles were all  
together. They asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time for you to  
give the people of Israel their kingdom again?” Jesus said to 
them, “The Father is the only one who has the authority to decide 
dates and times. They are not for you to know. But the Holy Spirit 
will come on you and give you power. You will be my witnesses. 
You will tell people everywhere about me—in Jerusalem, in the 
rest of Judea, in Samaria, and in every part of the world.”  
—Acts 1:3b-8 (ERV)

WEEK 2 | DAY 4

P | 58

RECOGNIZE
What stands out to me as I read this conversation between Jesus  
and His disciples?

RECEIVE
God, what do you want to teach me through this encounter?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this passage?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES
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KEY SCRIPTURES
Yes, the Scriptures say, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be 
disappointed.” It says this because there is no difference between 
those who are Jews and those who are not. The same Lord is the 
Lord of all people. And He richly blesses everyone who looks to 
Him for help. Yes, “everyone who trusts in the Lord will be saved.” 
But before people can pray to the Lord for help, they must  
believe in Him. And before they can believe in the Lord, they  
must hear about Him. And for anyone to hear about the Lord, 
someone must tell them. And before anyone can go and tell them, 
they must be sent. As the Scriptures say, “How wonderful it is to 
see someone coming to tell good news!” —Romans 10:11-15 (ERV)

WEEK 2 | DAY 5
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RECOGNIZE
What is the message that is being communicated through  
this scripture?

RECEIVE
God, how are you wanting to encourage me through  
this passage?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this truth?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES



DATE:    MESSAGE TITLE:

KEY SCRIPTURES:

WHAT IS GOD PUTTING ON MY HEART?

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: God, I want to know you more. I want to grow 
my relationship with You this week to see You and hear You more clearly. I 
know that my heart is what is most important to You and I know there are many 
things that can distract me from giving my whole heart to You. Show me, this 
week, how I can be wholeheartedly devoted to listening and obeying to You. 
Holy Spirit, empower me to aim my heart this week and have my full focus on 
You. In Jesus name, Amen.

WEEKEND SERIES NOTES
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FAMILY DISCUSSION GUIDE

EXPERIENCE JESUS

• What is one thing you learned this week at church? 
 
 
 

• Read the parable of the sower together as a family (Matthew 13:1-9). Parables 
are simple stories told to illustrate a truth that Jesus was trying to communicate. 
What do you think is the truth Jesus is trying to communicate in this parable? 
 
 
 

• Read Jesus’ explanation of this parable (Matthew 13:18-23). 
 
 
 

• Which of the four examples (path, rocky ground, thorns, good soil) is most  
accurate to where I am right now? What is specifically contributing to that for 
me? (For example: “Busyness and pace has made me like the rocky ground, 
intentional steps to pray each day has made me like good soil.”) 
 
 
 

• What is one step we could each take to be more able to receive what God has 
for us this week? Make sure to jot these down for the action step. 
 
 

ACTION STEP: Write each family member’s name down on a piece of paper 
and take turns drawing them out of a bowl. Whoever you get, pray for them 
once a day about the step they shared they are wanting to take towards 
being the “good soil.”
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WEEKLY LIFE GROUP NOTES
After completing the daily study guide, reflect on these questions  

or use these when you meet with your life group.

DATE: 

What did you learn about God, yourself or others this week as you reflected  
on Scripture?

What did God show you or challenge you with this week regarding your 
T.E.A.M. (Time, Energy, Attention, Money)?

What did God show you or challenge you with this week regarding people in 
your life that He wants you to encourage in their faith journey?

Are there any steps that God is asking you to take that you are delaying? 
Why?

Take five minutes to pray and ask God for the courage to say, “Yes!” to Him 
this week.



KEY SCRIPTURES
“I want you to show love, not offer sacrifices. I want you to know 
me more than I want burnt offerings.” —Hosea 6:6 (NLT)*

*This scripture comes at a time when God’s people were going 
through the motions of bringing offerings to God but lacked  
relationship with Him. God is trying to help them understand that 
it’s their hearts He wants, not their offerings.

Conversation Jesus is having with the Pharisees (religious leaders 
of His day): “You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied 
about you, for he wrote, ‘These people honor me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me.’” —Matthew 15:7-8 (NLT)

WEEK 3 | DAY 1
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RECOGNIZE
Why is God pleading for their hearts and relationship  
over offerings?

RECEIVE
God, what do you want to teach me through this scripture?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this truth?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES
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KEY SCRIPTURES

Jesus telling a parable to the Pharisees: Jesus said to him, “A 
man gave a big dinner. He invited many people. When it was time 
to eat, he sent his servant to tell the guests, ‘Come. The food is 
ready.’ But all the guests said they could not come. Each one 
made an excuse. The first one said, ‘I have just bought a field, so 
I must go look at it. Please excuse me.’ Another man said, ‘I have 
just bought five pairs of work animals; I must go and try them out. 
Please excuse me.’ A third man said, ‘I just got married; I can’t 
come.’ So the servant returned and told his master what  
happened. The master was angry. He said, ‘Hurry! Go into the 
streets and alleys of the town. Bring me the poor, the crippled, 
the blind, and the lame.’ Later, the servant said to him, ‘Master,  
I did what you told me to do, but we still have places for more 
people.’ The master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways 
and country roads. Tell the people there to come. I want my 
house to be full! I tell you, not one of those people I invited first 
will eat any of this food I prepared.’” —Luke 14:16-24 (ERV)

WEEK 3 | DAY 2
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RECOGNIZE
What is Jesus wanting to communicate to His audience?

RECEIVE
God, show me any excuses I have made to say no to what you are 
inviting me to.

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this scripture?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES
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KEY SCRIPTURES

Then Jesus said to his followers, “If any of you want to be my 
follower, you must stop thinking about yourself and what you 
want. You must be willing to carry the cross that is given to you 
for following me. Any of you who try to save the life you have will 
lose it. But you who give up your life for me will find true life. It is 
worth nothing for you to have the whole world if you yourself are 
lost. You could never pay enough to buy back your life. The Son 
of Man will come again with his Father’s glory and with his angels. 
And he will reward everyone for what they have done.”
—Matthew 16:24-27 (ERV)

WEEK 3 | DAY 3
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RECOGNIZE
What is Jesus teaching His disciples in these verses?

RECEIVE
God, what do you want to teach me through this truth?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this passage?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES
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KEY SCRIPTURES

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed  
that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared 
everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to 
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was 
so powerfully at work in them all that there were no needy  
persons among them. For from time to time those who owned 
land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and 
put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who 
had need. —Acts 4:32-35 (NIV)

WEEK 3 | DAY 4
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RECOGNIZE
What do you see to be true about the community of Jesus’  
followers who made up the early church?

RECEIVE
God, what do you want to teach me through this truth?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this scripture?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES
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KEY SCRIPTURES
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and  
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should 
give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you 
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you 
will abound in every good work. As it is written: “They have freely  
scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.”  
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also 
supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of 
your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying 
the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions 
of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved  
yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies 
your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in  
sharing with them and with everyone else. —2 Corinthians 9:6-13 (NIV)

WEEK 3 | DAY 5
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RECOGNIZE
What truths about generosity did I learn through this passage?

RECEIVE
God, what are you asking me to give to further advance your  
mission through this church here in Michiana?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this truth?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES



DATE:    MESSAGE TITLE:

KEY SCRIPTURES:

WHAT IS GOD PUTTING ON MY HEART?

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK: Heavenly Father, I recognize that all that I  
have is truly Yours. You have given me all of it on purpose to accomplish Your 
purposes. I pray this week that You will continue to show me the power of Your 
generosity in my life and how I get to represent You by giving my time, energy, 
attention and money to others with a generous heart. Holy Spirit, empower me 
to be truly excited about what You are doing, not only in my life, but through 
my life. Thank you that Your Kingdom is built different and it is the very  
Kingdom of goodness, hope and transformation that we desire in the  
world around us. In Jesus name, Amen.

WEEKEND SERIES NOTES
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FAMILY DISCUSSION GUIDE

EXPERIENCE JESUS

• What is one thing you learned this week at church? 
 

• Read John 6:1-13 together. In this miracle of Jesus, we see the disciples  
concerned with the logistics of feeding 5,000+ people and their ability to  
manage the situation, but with the young boy we see a generosity and  
willingness to trust what little he had to Jesus.  
 

• When you read the vision God has given GCC and consider the initiatives you’re 
stepping into, is your response today more like the disciples (concerned/ 
doubtful) or the young boy (generous/trusting)? You may not be completely 
one or the other so maybe answer with a percentage split and which way things 
are moving. Example: “I am 70% disciple and 30% young boy but at the  
beginning of this month I was probably 90%/10%.” 
 

• How might God be challenging you to take steps to become more trusting and 
simply obey, leaving the consequences up to Him? 
 

• During this devotional and family journey, how have we each taken steps to  
become more generous with our T.E.A.M.? (Time, Energy, Attention, Money) 
 

• How do we want to specifically make generosity a regular and ongoing part of 
our family? 
 
 

ACTION STEP: Together write a family statement of generosity declaring 
your commitment to be generous with your time, energy, attention and 
money as a family. (Don’t focus on specific action items in this statement, 
but rather the heart behind the generosity that you want to be true of 
your family.)
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WEEKLY LIFE GROUP NOTES
After completing the daily study guide, reflect on these questions  

or use these when you meet with your life group.

DATE: 

What did you learn about God, yourself or others this week as you reflected  
on Scripture?

What did God show you or challenge you with this week regarding your 
T.E.A.M. (Time, Energy, Attention, Money)?

What did God show you or challenge you with this week regarding people in 
your life that He wants you to encourage in their faith journey?

Are there any steps that God is asking you to take that you are delaying? 
Why?

Take five minutes to pray and ask God for the courage to say, “Yes!” to Him 
this week.



KEY SCRIPTURES
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths 
and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But 
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and  
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy (healthy 
implies generous), your whole body will be full of light. But if your 
eyes are unhealthy (unhealthy implies stingy), your whole body 
will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, 
how great is that darkness! No one can serve two masters. Either 
you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted 
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
money.” —Matthew 6:19-24 (NIV)

WEEK 4 | DAY 1

P | 80

RECOGNIZE
What is Jesus wanting to make clear through this teaching?

RECEIVE
God, please show me if I am giving devotion to anything other 
than you.

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
these verses?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES



P | 82

KEY SCRIPTURES

Words of King Solomon, the richest King to ever live: “Whoever 
loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never 
satisfied with their income. This too is meaningless.”
—Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NIV)

Words of the apostle Paul: “I am not saying this because I am  
in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the  
circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it 
is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any 
and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living 
in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives me 
strength.” —Philippians 4:11-13 (NIV)

WEEK 4 | DAY 2

P | 82

RECOGNIZE
What do these two verses teach me about what satisfies and 
brings contentment?

RECEIVE
God, what do you want to teach me from these scriptures?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
this truth?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES



P | 84

KEY SCRIPTURES

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be  
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, 
but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with  
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be 
rich in good deeds and to be generous and willing to share. In this 
way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation 
for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is 
truly life. —1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NIV)

WEEK 4 | DAY 3

P | 84

RECOGNIZE
How am I encouraged to live in this verse and what’s the  
promise of that?

RECEIVE
God, what do you want to teach me from these truths?

RESPOND
What step is God asking me to take after reflecting on  
these verses?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES



P | 86

KEY SCRIPTURES
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 
Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat 
and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then he told 
them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow 
his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, 
and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky  
places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly,  
because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the 
plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no 
root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked 
the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a 
crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. Whoever 
has ears, let them hear...Listen then to what the parable of the 
sower means: When anyone hears the message about the  
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed  
sown along the path. The seed falling on rocky ground refers to 
someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy.  
But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When 
trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly 
fall away. The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone 
who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the  
deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. But 
the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the 
word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, 
yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
—Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (NIV)

WEEK 4 | DAY 4

P | 86

RECOGNIZE
What is Jesus teaching in this scripture?

RECEIVE
God, what do you want to teach me through this verse about  
scattering seed?

RESPOND
In what ways is God asking me to scatter seeds of hope and truth?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES



P | 88

KEY SCRIPTURES
Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what 
he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will 
reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the 
Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 
give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 
—Galatians 6:7-10 (NIV)

WEEK 4 | DAY 5

P | 88

RECOGNIZE
What truth is being taught through this scripture?

RECEIVE
God, what do you want to teach me through this passage?

RESPOND
In what ways is God asking me to obey Him through  
these verses?

DATE: 

MY O.W.N. NOTES



MY O.W.N. NOTES

DEFINITIONS

You might have noticed some acronyms throughout this piece. We want those to be helpful,  
sticky little reminders for you, so we’ve spelled them out below.

O.W.N. | Obey, Witness, Never Forget What God Has Done

T.R.U.S.T. | Truth, Real Love, Unity, Steps, Team

C.A.R.E. | Connecting in Relationships, Accountability, Resourcing & Supporting, Engaging in God’s Mission

S.H.A.P.E. | Spiritual Gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, Experiences

T.E.A.M. | Time, Energy, Attention, Money
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